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2 Claudius Ptolemy (c. AD 90 - ¢.168), Egypt

* Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543), Poland

“Born on February 15, 1564, in Pisa, Italy, Galileo Galilei was a mathematics
professor who made pioneering observations of nature with long-lasting
implications for the study of physics. He also constructed a telescope and
supported the Copernican theory, which supports a sun-centered solar
system. Galileo was accused twice of heresy by the church for his beliefs,
and wrote books on his ideas. He died in Arcetri, Italy, on January 8, 1642.
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3 stephen William Hawking (born 8 January 1942) is an English theoretical
physicist, cosmologist, author and Director of Research at the Centre for
Theoretical Cosmology within the University of Cambridge. Among his
significant scientific works have been a collaboration with Roger
Penrose on gravitational singularity theorems in the framework of general
relativity, and the theoretical prediction that black holes emit radiation,
often called Hawking radiation. Hawking was the first to set forth
a cosmology explained by a union of thegeneral theory of
relativity and quantum mechanics. He is a vocal supporter of the many-
worlds interpretation of quantum mechanics. Hawking has achieved
success with works of popular science in which he discusses his own
theories and cosmology in general; his A Brief History of Time stayed on
the British Sunday Times best-sellers list for a record-breaking 237 weeks.
This book was published in Great Britain by Bantam Press, a division of
Transworld Publishers Ltd.
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